EDITORIAL                                            No. 61    November & December 2005

More new advertisers this month – I can’t leave them out in the cold! Please mention their ad if you utilise their services. And, as every November, the one-liners are (with two exceptions) from Rick Jolly’s book ‘In Confidence’, a services guide to staff reporting and dedicated to the 252 Task Force personnel and the three Falkland Islanders who died during the fight for their liberation in 1982.

The Company Commander is an inspiration to us all.

 If he can make it, anyone can.
   An invitation to find out more about the findings of the 
              Willand Parish Plan Survey 2005  – 
    Friday, 4th November at 8.00 p.m. in the Village Hall

Do you remember the Parish Plan Questionnaire dropping through your door last spring? In this issue of the magazine you will find a summary version of the Parish Plan survey findings. I hope you find it interesting reading. It is a brief outline of the views you all expressed to us earlier in the year.  

On Friday, November 4th, you are invited to join us for a glass of wine and nibbles in the Village Hall, to launch the findings of the survey and to hear about the recommendations which the Parish Council will be considering. 
                                                                                                    Sue Turner 38041

Not only does Officer Cadet M expect to get something 

for nothing, he also wants it gift wrapped.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

New Term-New teachers! This term we have had a brand new line-up of teachers! There’s Mrs Pearce the reception teacher and Miss Ash the year 5/6 teacher. Both are doing a grand job and have fitted in excellently. All of the children know them very well, like they’ve been here forever. The work is getting done and hopefully they will stay for future teaching.
It is also a new term, many exciting thing have already happened. We have had a road safety man come in to tell us about how to be safe on the roads and the best places to cross. We have also taken part in Jeans for Genes day. For those of you who don’t know, this is a charity that raises money for research into genes. Genes are organisms that make you what you are. Sometimes these can go wrong. It can affect your body in lots of different ways. This year we have raised £157. Nearly every pupil gave 50p and even the teachers joined in! We all can’t wait for next year!
At the time of writing this we are preparing for the school harvest festival. Hopefully everyone will help by bringing in gifts to share with the village. Once again the children from Willand Pre-School will be joining us and bringing in their gifts and to watch the service. This year the theme is the miracle of the harvest. Afterwards children from Year 6 will go around Willand and take our  gifts to the villagers. 
On the 1st December 2005, Willand School has its very own Christmas Fayre run by our PTFA members. We have lots of very exciting events such as raffle, face painting, choir–singing, lucky dip and much more! There are also refreshments such as chips, cold and hot drinks as well. We have fun and exciting games that include coin games run by our very own Miss Leather! Some of these games resulting with winning fab prizes such as sweets! And as a special feature there is Father Christmas waiting for you to come in his grotto with an enormous stack of presents to give away! So come to our Christmas Fayre and make sure you enjoy yourselves and have a smashing time!
Finally we would like to invite any of our older citizens to the dress rehearsal of the Key Stage One play on the afternoon of the Monday 12th of December. This year the play is called ‘Are we nearly there yet?’  The main performance will be on the afternoon and evening of the 13th December. Tickets are available from the school office nearer the event. Bring your family and friends to a wonderful evening, which we are sure you will enjoy.  It only remains to us to say to you all A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Sophie, Claire, Hayley, Jo, Yvonne, Rosie, Sam, Katie, Danielle and Bethany.
New term, teachers – and new authors! With their predecessor’s going on to senior school, we’ve a new team. Thank you - please keep up the good work.  Ed.

Captain Y reminds me of my old Labrador; he will never learn any new tricks, nor will he move any faster.

ON-LINE ADMISSIONS FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Parents across Devon will soon be able to apply for a primary school place for their children on-line for the first time.  Devon County Council is pioneering the on-line schools admissions programme to improve services and choice for parents of primary-age children.

By logging on to www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline and following the link to school admissions, parents and carers will be able to apply for a place at one of Devon's 37 secondary schools and 320 primaries electronically.                 D.C.C.
My Correspondence Officer is almost dyslexic but I am told that the dogged determination with which he tackles ‘Patience’ and ‘Minesweeper’ on the Ships Office PC displays the kind of intellectual edge and computer skills desirable in today’s Royal Navy.
A CAN OF BEANS FOR THE VILLAGE HALL?

Or, Many a Mickle makes a Muckle. Since retiring to Willand ten years ago, I became increasingly aware of the important part the Village Hall plays in village life. Apart from the regular meetings of organisations ranging from Toddlers to the Over 60’s, through the Youth Club, Gardeners, Folk Dancers, the CAMEO group, etc, there are Blood Donor sessions, Coffee Mornings which raise considerable sums for charitable causes, whist drives, Bingo sessions, the Millennium and Golden Jubilee celebrations – the list goes on – all of which provide invaluable opportunities for getting together.

But where does the Can of Beans come in?

I suggest that when we do our weekly shop, we put the cost of a can of beans aside – into an empty can perhaps – that would be about 25p for somebody buying a small can, or 50p or more for those who shop for a family. And the use of the hall car park for off-street parking for those dropping and collecting children from school must be worth 5p a day!

If every home in the village made this small regular donation, which we would hardly notice and which would amount to at least £13 from each home in a year, the Hall, which is our truly local charity, would be in a much healthier position when it comes to improving its facilities. The new toilets are almost complete and the next project will be to modernise the kitchen. Bills continue to rise and money goes out in large lumps as we all know but if we each contribute a little, it will accumulate and be a great help in maintaining and improving our invaluable Village Hall.

But please don’t send bags of coin to the Treasurer! Change it into notes as it gathers and please don’t send it all in the last week of the financial year. How about 6-monthly, beginning on the birthday of the eldest member of the family?

Do think about – and remember the Village Hall if your number comes up on the Lottery!                                              An Incomer – name and address supplied.

Coincidentally, I received an email from Heather Baker, Devon County Council’s School Travel Plan Information Officer, with regard to the International and National Walk to School Weeks!  It came too late to promote the Walk to School Week, 3rd – 7th October, in the September issue of the Magazine, but there’s another one in May of next year. Also in the wording was brief information about Road Safety Week (7th – 13th November), more details of which can be found at www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk - also, www.devon.gov.uk/school_travel_plans has been recommended, which will hopefully be the subject of an article for the next Willand Magazine.                                                                                              Ed.

This Officer Cadet works eight hours and sleeps eight hours a day; the only problem is they are the same eight hours.

UFFCULME SCHOOL CRAFT FAIR

Saturday, 26th November, 10.00am to 4.30pm. Make a note on the calendar now. FREE admission, over 60 stalls, together with a Children’s Craft Room, Tombola, Raffle, Mystery Box and lots more fun activities. Refreshments will be served throughout the day.                                                          Maggie Thornton

NUTTALL’S STANDARD DICTIONARY 

My mother and father always kept their copy in the sideboard. I think it may well have been a wedding present to them and I have referred to it on numerous occasions during my lifetime – perhaps not as often as I should!  It was published by Frederick Warne & Co in 1929 ‘based on the labours of the most eminent lexicographers’. For its age, it’s in remarkably good condition and there is still a child’s scribbled note by me on one of the blank pages that there are 1304 pages and 1171 pictures. In addition to the A to Zythum (an ancient kind of beer) there are 105 pages of Appendices. Amongst these are lists of Group Terms – and I quote: “….a knowledge of the collective term for the animals of the chase assembled in companies is not only desirable for those engaged in their pursuit but for those who meet the word in the course of their everyday reading. There is a correct term for their assemblages and the use of any other word is an indication of ignorance that it is as well to avoid…….” So there!  You might like to have a browse through the following group names for specific wildlife and try to identify which ones they are:

Shrewdness     Cete          Sleuth         Sounder      Brood      Clowder       Paddling     Fesnyng          Skulk        Gaggle     Charm    Down/Husk        Harras        Kindle               Exhaltation     Pride     Labour    Muster     String    Host    Murmuration    School  

Colourful, to say the least and rarely used any more. Times have changed. A sequential list of answers is at the foot of the Willand Diary page.                    Ed.          

LUKE IN THE BUKE
With much confusion with regard to the new waste collection service, it is sometimes very difficult to get through to the M.D.D.C. department you wish to contact via the switchboard on 255255. Page 414 of your new Exeter & East Devon Telephone Directory lists all the departments you are likely to need and their direct line telephone number.
WILLAND COMPOSTING SCHEME

Well done Willand!

Through the contributions of your green waste and the volunteering you have given to the Willand Community Composting scheme, together we have: 

· Saved 120 tonnes of waste from going to landfill

· Raised enough funds from the sale of compost to make a donation of £250 towards Willand Christmas lights.

You can still use both the Willand scheme and your brown bin.  This is what we take – grass cuttings, clippings and prunings from hedges, shrubs and soft plants and very small branches (less than 2” diameter). This is what we are UNABLE to take. Turfs, Soil, Stones, Root Clumps, and Non Garden Waste, including cardboard and food. Please use the appropriate Mid Devon District Council collection service for these items. Thank you for your co-operation.

We always welcome new volunteers. Please either ring Tony Mander (01884) 821174 or pop along to the site betrween 10 – 12 noon on Sundays. For a voluntary donation of £1 per 25kg bag you can also get very good compost for your garden.  This is where we are:

                       Willand Composting Scheme



















Jaycroft




We are here

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

Many churches around the country are finding their congregations dwindling in number. This has also happened to this church over the past years, due to some people moving away and the demise of others. We are delighted that over the past months, we have been able to welcome new friends who have moved to this area. However, the congregations are frequently few in n umber, due to holidays or people visiting relatives – and also illness, with an increasingly older generation of worshippers.

This has also been the problem for our sister church in Cullompton, so it was decided to try having a joint service once a month. When we visit Cullompton on alternate months, those of our members with cars meet outside our church at 10.00am and give a lift to those without transport. A similar situation takes place when Cullompton people come to Willand. This has proved beneficial in many ways, with improved hymn singing and reduced heating bills during the winter months. It is also good to meet a wider circle of friends.

Our two churches are part of the Tiverton circuit, which includes many other churches in surrounding villages. Twenty two people from the circuit took part in an exchange visit to Tennessee, U.S.A., in July. The hospitality was excellent and everyone enjoyed the visit immensely. There were many interesting outings, including one to the Great Smoky Mountains and next year we hope to entertain the friends from Tennessee.

Women’s work in the Methodist Church tends to come under one ‘umbrella’ called ‘Network’. Each year, Network has a project for which they raise funds and in the year 2004/2005, over £10,000 was raised by the Plymouth & Exeter District of Network for ‘Mercy Ships’. There are two ships currently operating (with a third in the pipeline) that go to Liberia and other areas where the people are too poor to receive medical attention. These ships are manned by doctors, nurses, cooks and other administrative staff who are willing to give up some of their annual holidays in order to help these unfortunate people. Initially, clinics are held in a football stadium or some other suitable venue, where people queue for hours to be assessed. They are then given times for any necessary operations, which are carried out in theatres on board ship. The doctors carry out each day’s surgery until they are all completed. If these surgeries necessitate a longer recovery than can be accommodated on board, they refer the patients to clinics & hospitals. The fees for this are paid for by the Mercy Ships. At one of the Network district meetings, talks were given by nurses and they also showed slides of patients before and after surgery, for cataracts and other operations. You can imagine the delight of those who had recovered, perhaps after years of misery and suffering.

To finish on a local note, please support our Christmas Coffee Morning at 10.15am on Saturday, 3rd December at the Village Hall. Our stall holding delicious home-made cakes and pastries is always very popular. There will also be other stalls and of course tea or coffee and biscuits.

The following evening we are again in the Village Hall at 6.30pm on Sunday 4th for our United Village Carol Service, at which the local community takes part. After the service, mince pies and tea/coffee will be served. PLEASE DO COME. It will be the last one at which our Minister, Revd Alan Taylor will officiate as next September, unfortunately for us, he has to move to another circuit.

                                                                                                  Jeanne Stephenson

The Catering Officer is very much like a puppy which wants 
to be loved but only succeeds in upsetting dishes 
and ruining the furniture.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME
First and foremost with regard to the Bridwell Country Fair - this was a 
wonderful success, despite the storm which came up in the afternoon but 
this in a way was good for the volunteers in the Friends' Refreshment 
Marquee, as they were entertained by the Clog Dancers and the Blackdown 
Steel Band, who performed in the marquee during the rainstorm!   The 
Friends' efforts realised (after expenses taken out) the marvellous sum of £1800.  So well done everyone, helpers, donators (?) and purchasers alike.   Just a note to mention that someone who attended the Fair left behind a picture and a small package, so if it was you please contact Kathleen Sprague on 01884 840359.

Our "freebie" evening in September was well attended and everyone enjoyed same;   for those of you who receive your magazines early don't forget FRIDAY - 28th October. This evening has slightly changed in that DAVID CANHAM is unable to come but the evening has been saved with a visit by DOUGLAS MARSHAL, who is the Chairman of the Wellington Museum Society.   He will be doing a slide show on Old Wellington and Fox's Workers. 7.30pm start; Tickets £5. to include refreshments. 

THURSDAY - 24th November - Another interesting evening for you, this time 
with Dorothy Lomas who has kindly offered to come along to the Mill to 
tell you more re the Fox Legacy and Archives.   She was unable to impart 
as much information as she would have liked last year due to lack of 
time, so this will be a follow up of that evening.    Tickets £5. to include a buffet. 7.30pm start. 

SATURDAY - 3rd December will be our annual Christmas Coffee Morning from 
10.30 a.m.   Usual stalls i.e. produce, bric-a-brac, plus mulled wine/coffee/tea and mince pies;    there will also be a raffle with a "Christmas Flavour".

LOOKING AHEAD to 2006 (!!!)  Terry Milton will be coming again with 
films re the Mill and Uffculme followed by a quiz.   More details next time.

                                                                                                      Margot Shergold 

There is definitely an opening in my Headquarters 
for this Lieutenant but please make sure 
he does not slam the door on the way out.

M.D.D.C.  NEW WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME.
I am aware that Simon Hill has made comment elsewhere in this magazine but as one of the local ward members (and I know this could be asking for serious  trouble personally), may I thank you for your valued help and assistance, as well as some  enormous levels of patience, with the shaky launch of the all-important  new Waste Management System.

Yes, I am well aware that problems still exist but can I assure you that the team - that’s the managers, admin staff, telephone operators, as well as the local guys at the sharp end, namely the dustmen and the volunteers within the recycling company, are all working flat out in order to minimise the problems and to restore the service back to that previously enjoyed at the earliest opportunity.

We have to hold up our hands and admit we have made mistakes. What was in place originally seemed fine but whilst it may well have removed all of the weekly waste, the system was not designed to manage the waste. If we are to survive, we must tackle that problem without delay.
So we have made the change and it wasn’t an option. Like most decisions these days, it was more a directive and I, for once, agreed to it. From a logistical point of view, it was the beginning of a nightmare.  In MDDC’s case, it has not been helped by the failure to get a new “In Vessel Composting unit” up and running within the existing Uffculme site.  Due to Planning delays by DCC, the unit remains incomplete, with no operational date available. The impact of that delay has been significant. The new routes were all originally designed around the waste vehicles off-loading at the Uffculme site but that cannot happen until some time in the future. Consequently, the waste vehicles are in the wrong place and unable to off-load as planned because until the Uffculme site is equipped, all the vehicles are required to drive to the In Vessel site at Newton Abbot to off load. They then have to return and recommence their rounds, often in areas isolated from those within the specified plan. That impacts immensely on the operation, adding some two hours to each run, as well as the extra cost of 50 additional litres of fuel. It is encouraging to learn that we are able to claim these on-costs back from DCC but the additional work-load remains a problem, one that is in need of further consideration.

As a final comment, I have visited Station Yard and met some of the gangs. They have nothing but praise for the help and co-operation that was forthcoming from the majority of the 25,000 houses they have visited. Indeed, they have asked me to thank you for your support during this difficult time and to assure you that all will be well in the immediate future. According to Simon Hill, during the first fortnight of the new scheme, householders separated more than half their waste for recycling or composting.  This will lead to a big reduction in the amount of waste that gets buried in Mid Devon's landfill tip.
Change is never simple but it is a necessity if we are to meet the challenges of the modern world. Working together we can make the difference. Thanks again for your valued support.                                         Eddie Dennis. District Councillor   

Flight Lieutenant E rarely sets the crewroom on fire,

 and not just because he has given up smoking.

SETTING AN EXAMPLE

Would the young people who socialise in the Play Area in Orchard Way during the evenings, please discard their used, half empty and un-opened cans of lager and other containers of alcohol in a responsible manner, as the current situation is a very bad influence on adults passing the area the following morning…...

LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian. I had occasion to refer to the Willand Magazine recently, when seeking information about the new recycling scheme. The informative article which you printed did not appear in our mag. and it was better than anything else I had read on the subject.

Since playing a minor role (printer’s devil) in the production of Spotlight, I have looked at a number of other parish magazines. As you know, they vary widely but each has something others might well copy. It is a pity someone, say the Rural Community Council or the Mid Devon Gazette (who often use material from parish magazines), doesn’t carry out an occasional assessment and perhaps offer a prize or some other inducement. I applaud your efforts and think that Willand Magazine could be somewhere near the top of the list.

If I could suggest one minor improvement, it would be to include the date in a prominent position on the cover of each edition, partly because they are not readily distinguishable from one another. If, for technical reasons, it cannot be on the cover, perhaps it could head the page containing the Parish Organisations, etc. Keep up the good work,    Best wishes,                             Jack Gollop, Uffculme.

Jack is not the first person to raise this issue but I have tried not to add to the printing costs by making regular amendments to the printing process of the front cover. The edition no. and date appears on the top line of the first page of text but I do understand that for those people who file their copies, Jack’s idea would be better. As I write, I am in discussions with Astra to find a simple solution.      Ed.

Second Lieutenant K is a highly-polished chap 

but in a slippery sort of way

ANOTHER LETTER, SAME AUTHOR, DIFFERENT SUBJECT

Since writing my bit about the front cover, I have just read the 60th edition and the list of names of parishioners, circa 1926? The name Chick caught my eye and reminded me of my cricketing days.

When Uffculme cricket was having one of its better periods, we attracted interest from surrounding villages. One delightful character from Willand was Frank Chick, who was getting on a bit. He had been umpiring for Cullompton and then offered his services to us. When he saw how we performed, he thought he might as well get his flannels out again. I remember him from one match, which was against Teignmouth, as I had one of my few moments of brilliance in an over of which even Flintoff would have been proud. The Devon fast bowler Bosanquet was hit for 4, 4, 4, 6, 6, 1.  Frank was at the bowling end and he had a very relaxed stance, with one toe cocked and he chewed gum. During the over, his stance and expression changed not one iota. He did not even chew any faster. I admired that.

Another Willand man who umpired for us was Charley Harry. He was a smallish man with bandy legs. He had played a lot of cricket and in his heyday excelled at the ‘chinese cut’, a very difficult shot between the pads.  Dr Tracey was also a keen cricketer – I have seen his name in a Bradfield team.                  Jack Gollop 

THE TIVERTON & DISTRICT DIRECTORY

Along with Jack’s suggestion that the date of it was around 1926, a chap from Cullompton rang to say that as the History Group had reported that Edwin Maunder had been killed in 1932, his name in the directory as the householder at Coombe Farm adds weight to that theory. The History Group’s James Morrison also wrote to say that Edwin was killed by an army lorry at the start of the ‘new’ by-pass (by the old Board School) whilst herding sheep. James has done a fair amount of research into this subject and the remainder of this article is from him.

“The next stage was to make a comparison with Kelly’s Directory for 1930 (the nearest preceding directory we have in the archive). While the majority of names and residences match up, there was a revealing difference in farm occupancy that showed Frank Clarke’s copy of the directory (FCD) to be before 1930:  W.Broom, in 1930, was at Western Burnrew, whereas in FCD he had been at Quick’s Farm (which by 1930 was occupied by E. Vickery). To corroborate this, a check was made with Kelly’s Directory for 1926, and this confirmed that W. Broom was at Quick’s, while Western Burnrew was then occupied by T. Holley. In FCD there is no mention of Western Burnrew, which suggests it was unoccupied, having been vacated by T. Holley and before the arrival of W. Broom (who was then still at Quick’s). Therefore, FCD was for one of the years after 1926 but before 1930. I do hope all this makes sense!!!

Also, whilst looking through the Parish Council Minute book in the Devon Records Office, I found the following references to Park Street.:

Meeting 3rd October 1927: “On the proposition of Mr Baker, seconded by Mr Widgery, it was resolved to suggest the name of Park Street for the site of the new Council Houses.”

Meeting 24th January 1928: The Parish Council was considering 18 applications for tenancy of the council houses to be recommended to the Rural District Council.

Meeting 20th February 1928: The clerk was instructed to send the remaining applications for council houses to the District Council, “and to suggest that they (the D.C.) should allocate direct, intimating that the Parish Council consider it a waste of time to make recommendations in view of the fact that the District Council disregard them.” (evidence of a somewhat strained relationship between Parish & District Councils).

These references show that final considerations of name and tenancy of Park Street were still happening in 1927 and 1928. This suggests that FCD, which records the actual Park Street residents, must have been either 1928, or more likely, 1929”.                                                                               James Morrison 
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

We have been busy recently, not only with our Annual Exhibition, a report of which will appear in the next Magazine but also with getting started on the Book of Willand. Contracts have now been signed with Halsgrove Publishing and a provisional publication date has been set for late 2007. Over the next year we will be putting together photos and images for the book. We are always looking for new material, so if you have any photos or memories of people, places or events in Willand’s past and would like them included, please let us know. All inclusions will, of course, be acknowledged in the book.  

                                            James Morrison,  Willand History Group,   250057
In short, he is one step ahead of notoriety 
and two steps astern of fame.
COLLEGE SURGERY PATIENTS GET A SAY!
College Surgery Partnership Patient Support Forum has changed. Now called the College Surgery Partnership Patient Support Group, it has been formed to continue the work of the Forum, which was created in February 2001 to involve patients in the running of the surgery and also to provide an impartial contact for patients.

The Patient Support group will continue with this excellent work but on a wider scale.  The members are all patients of College Surgery with a desire to work alongside the partners and staff of College Surgery Partnership to create a ‘patient friendly’ and efficient health service.  We have 11 members, representing College Surgery in Cullompton and the branches at Willand and Bradninch, but we are still looking for someone to represent Uffculme - we want the views of all patients taken into consideration.  Have an input into how your surgery is run – help us to improve the health service to the people of the Culm Valley.

The Support Group members are available to act as a link between patients and surgery and assist with the future development of health services in mid Devon.  Details on how to contact us will be available at all surgery receptions. If you would like to know more about what we do, please contact Jill Little, Chairman – 01884 277698 or Heather Trevelyan, Secretary – 01823 672009.
A good plan today is better than a perfect plan tomorrow.

General George Patton 1885-1945

STEAM TRAINS
There are very few steam excursions scheduled for this part of the world for the rest of the year but you might like to have a look at a website, which if you are not already aware, seems to be just what railway enthusiasts’ need. It’s www.uksteam.info/tours  and there’s just about every bit of information you’ll need to reminisce or plan ahead for future events nationwide.                           Ed.
I could not warm to this Officer even if
 we were cremated together.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We had a talk from Colour Wheel Plants in September, when Mr and Mrs Moss brought along a magnificent display of plants to sell. We were pleased to invite the Indoor Bowls Club members in to see and / or buy them. 

Our October talk is on the history of British trees. The Club is participating in the annual Pottinger Cup competition on 19th October, competing with other local garden clubs in a very light hearted gardening quiz and we are going to the Holywell Inn for our annual meal on 2nd November. At the meeting in November, we will be hearing about and seeing South African plants, and our AGM is in December. We then have a break until March. Finally, the results of the Flower & Vegetable Show were as follows:  

	No.
	Award
	Recipient

	1
	Most points all classes (excl produce and crafts)
	L Alexander

	2
	Runner up for above
	B Carlson

	3
	Most points for Vegetables (1-26)
	Mrs S Statham

	4
	Most points flowers (45-68)
	L Alexander

	5
	Most points club member  (excl produce and crafts)
	B Carlson

	6
	Runner up for above
	Mrs M Chapman

	7
	Most points vegetables club member (1-26)
	Mrs M Kirk

	8
	Most points flowers Club member (45-68)
	B Carlson

	9
	Most points flower arranging (69-72)
	Mrs R Nichols

	10
	Most points all classes for club member not winning a cup before
	Miss B McDonnell

	11
	Runner up for above
	Mrs Folds/Mrs Leigh

	12
	Most points lady club member (produce and crafts 27-44)
	Mrs Chapman

	13
	Runner up for above
	Mrs N Bray / Mrs M Bright

	14
	Most points 27-35 (produce)
	Mrs M Chapman

	15
	Class 54 – vase of sweet peas
	B Carlson

	16
	Best Gladiolus/i (52 or 53)  *
	Mrs M Chapman

	17
	Diploma Vegetables *
	Mrs M Kirk

	18
	Diploma Flowers *
	Miss Jo Wood

	19
	Floral Art Certificate *
	Mrs R Nichols

	20
	Best Fuchsia *
	Mr B Carlson

	21
	Most points classes 65,66 and 68 combined (foliage pot plant, cactus and carnivorous)
	B Carlson, G A Cooke, Miss B McDonnell


* awarded by judges. For further information, contact Carol  Allan   on     33828.

BE HETEROGENEOUS

There are a considerable number of vehicles on the roads at the moment which have been ‘personalised’ by their owners. Union flags on the roof, smoked windows, pearlescent paintwork, drivers/passengers names on the doors, personalised number plates, wide/wire wheels, front & rear spoilers, body kits, low profile tyres, big-bore exhausts, in-car stereo systems - the list is almost endless. 

With a valetting service recently advertised, it can’t be too long before this accessories market latches on to the potential for the wheelie bins……..
Everyone has a good word for the Commander 
but they tend to whisper it.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

The toilet saga continues! We had a further delay with the fitting of the floor covering. At the time of writing this (11th Oct) the end is almost in sight – the floor has been laid and the units just need connecting up. Hopefully, they will now be fully functional. We must apologise for the inconvenience(!) to our hirers, as the three week estimate has run into 10 weeks.

Having had to pay over £2000 for the specialist floor covering, our Village Hall funds are now extremely low. I would like to make a plea for hirers to pay their accounts promptly, so our cash flow is steady. We would like to start work on refurbishing the kitchen next year but, even with grants, we have to provide at least one third and possibly up to one half of the money ourselves. This means we will have to build up several thousands of pounds before we can even think about this work. The trustees are reluctant to put up charges further, although they are very reasonable compared with other local halls, so we rely on fundraising events and donations to keep going. Unfortunately, we had to postpone our coffee morning on 1st October and reschedule it for 29th, due to several key helpers being away. Our Christmas Bingo is on 22nd November and we hope you will all come along and support us.

Any donations towards the Hall would be very welcome. We receive regular donations from Mary Isaac, with her monthly whist drives. Thanks to Mary and her helpers for all their hard work - they would love to see some more Willand residents at the drives. In 2006, Mary will be moving the whist drives to the fourth Tuesday of each month, so make a note in your diaries now.

We are also continuing to collect newspapers etc in the shed at the top of the Village Hall car park. This is open every day except Sunday, from 9.00 to 5.00. We hope that the new recycling system will not deprive us of this very good regular income.  For hall bookings, please phone Tony Wills on 34782. If you would like to make a donation to the Hall, please contact Tony or Carol Allan on 33828. We would be very grateful for your support.

The Padre can stay longer for an hour than most people do for a week
THE PARK STREET YEARS.  
Recent correspondence between two ex-residents.

Pre-school years are just a blur but we knew everyone in the street because they were new houses and people didn’t move around much then as they do today. I can remember right down through, from Mr & Mrs Middleton at the top on ‘our’ side and the Rowlands right down at the bottom. And such a lot of children. We were quite safe because I can remember gates at the top and bottom but, with more traffic, they soon went.

I never, ever, remember our mothers calling each other by their first names. It was always Mrs this and Mrs that, unless people were related. I once called Mr. Hillyer ‘George’ in Mum’s hearing. I never did it again! Disgraceful!

We must have started school in the autumn of ’33, when we were both 5.  I can see Mrs Harris so clearly, eating her sandwiches and reading the paper and pushing up her glasses with her little finger as she did so. She used to catch the train at half-past three and I think she lived in Exeter but we really knew very little about her, in fact she might have been MISS Harris for all I knew or cared. Though I do remember how kind she was to Stacey Dunn when he had to start school early because his father was killed in an accident - he used to go to sleep on her lap.

Do you remember having to go into the playground and line up and Mrs Harris would shout “hankies” and then “use them”? If you didn’t have one you had to take a piece of paper out of the waste paper basket and blow on that. Jolly stiff old stuff it was, too.  We didn’t forget our hankies very often. I remember  some little boys always had theirs pinned to their  jerseys with a big safety pin.

She must have been a good teacher because by the time we went up with the Big Ones and to Mrs. Scarisbrick, we could read and write and do sums and know up to our twelve times tables. Do you remember how many there were in a class? About twenty, I should think, with the children from Bradfield. Imagine them walking to school every day, a couple of miles at least. Do you recall the two Miss Chicks coming down and sitting in on a lesson about once a year? I think they must have been school governors or something - we had to be on our best behaviour when they came.

Then there was Miss Bishop, wasn’t she lovely, and Y.P.U. in the nursery at The Gables every Wednesday. We used to love going but for the life of me I can’t remember what we did except sing hymns like “I am H.A.P.P.Y.” and “Jesus wants me for a sunbeam” and we could sing the books of the bible right through. I still can but there’s not much call for it……  I don’t think the word ‘sunbeam’ applied to us, though by today’s standards we were Good Little Girls.  
                                                                                                      To Be Continued
You can never bury the truth so deep that it can’t be dug up.

SQUIRRELS
I’ve been asked to mention in the mag that a grey squirrel was seen chasing a BLACK squirrel in Somerville Park at the end of September. I know there are over 200 species of the creature and that red ones do go a dark brown at some time during the year, but I am assured that this one was definitely black. If anyone else saw it or knows anything about them perhaps they would let me know, so that I can pass the information on.                                                       Ed.

He is a man of narrow views and limited reliability; on current form he just about deserves to remain employed 
until the end of the week.

CHILDREN IN NEED

Friday, November 18th is the date for this year’s Pudsey Day, so wherever you see him displayed, please give generously!

NEXT MAGAZINE

Will be delivered a couple of days before Christmas.  Some interesting, seasonal articles would be very much appreciated, please.  Or anything else!                  Ed.

This young lady has delusions of adequacy.
AND FINALLY

Our ferry home from holiday this year took us from Ouistreham to Portsmouth. As we left the French port, we could see the majority of the D-Day beaches. 61 years ago, the troops would have been approaching these beaches, in darkness, apprehensive of what they would face as they landed. Some to live, some to die, some to be dreadfully injured. As we stood on deck watching the lights disappearing in the distance – is it possible the ghosts of those that did not return are still out there? In 2005, we were at liberty to sail away on this ferry – so different from that night in June all those years ago. We must never forget those who gave their lives for our country – or in the help of others.
WILLAND DIARY
October

Saturday         29th       Willand Village Hall Coffee Morning       10.15am – 12.00
November
Tuesday           1st        Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.              7.30pm

Thursday         3rd        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                         10.00am

Friday              4th        Willand Parish Plan Survey           W.V.H.               8.00pm                

Monday           7th        Culm District Flower Club            W.V.H.               2.15pm

Tuesday           8th        British Legion Poppy Appeal Bingo W.V.H.           7.30pm

Wednesday      9th        Garden Club -  “South Africa explored” W.V.H.     7.30pm

Thursday       10th        Over 60’s Club                               W.V.H.               2.15pm

Friday            11th        Cowgirl Twisters                            W.V.H.              7.30pm

Tuesday         15th       Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.               7.30pm

Friday            18th        Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club W.V.H.           7.30pm

Friday            18th        Children In Need  Day

Saturday        19th        Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning    W.V.H.             10.15am

Tuesday         22nd       Willand Village Hall Christmas Bingo                     7.30pm

Friday            25th       Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club W.V.H.            7.30pm
Saturday        26th        Uffculme School Craft Fair                                     10.00am

Monday         28th        Over 60’s Outing to Barnstaple     W.V.H.               9.45am

December
Thursday         1st        Methodist Church Coffee Morning
           10. 00am

Thursday         1st        Willand Primary School Christmas Fayre

Saturday          3rd       Methodist  Christmas Coffee Morning  W.V.H.     10.15am
Sunday            4th       Village Carol Service

       W.V.H.       6.30pm

Tuesday          6th        Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.       7.30pm

Thursday     8th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JANUARY MAGAZINE

Thursday        8th         Over 60’s Club                                      W.V.H.        2.15pm

Friday             9th        Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club      W.V.H.       7.00pm

Saturday    10th    Friends of Bramblehaies Surgery coffee morning WVH 10.30pm

Sunday           11th       Willand Village Hall Whist Drive – see posters nearer date

Monday         12th        Over 60’s Christmas Lunch, Beam Bridge Hotel   12.00pm                            
Mon/Tues    12/13th     Willand Primary School Key Stage One Play
Tuesday         13th        Tennis Club Christmas Bingo

Wednesday    14th        Willand Garden Club A.G.M.                W.V.H.      7.30pm

Friday            16th        Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club      W.V.H.      7.00pm

Tuesday         20th        Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.      7.30pm

Apes, Badgers, Bears, Boars, Chickens, Cats, Ducks (in water), Ferrets, Foxes, Geese (on the ground), Goldfinches, Hares, Horses, Kittens, Larks, Lions, Moles, Peacocks, Racehorses, Sparrows, Starlings and Porpoise/Whales.
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